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Bursts of laughters over Korean American Comedy

Romantic comedy ‘Cowboy Versus Samurai” a hit in Vancouver, with a few good jabs to Korean American,
Fun and rather promising!
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Two voung American Asian logt in a redneck
world and then, as Hitchcock would have guessed,
then came a woman... Veronica (Lissa Neptuno,
strong—willed and funny) is also single, Korean, and a
high school teacher, just like hero Travis (acute Marc
Arboleda). The only “problem” with the beautiful
lady is that she soon bluntly admits a preference for
Caucasian guys. So Travis feels discarded and even
helps a “suitable” coworker (tall, white and dim—
witted Del, plaved with obvious fun, and talent. by
Rvan Swanson) to seduce her, with a few red love
letters of his own devising. This manipulation won't
work too long and feelings, ideas and courage will
have to step up.

Love and ethnicity are on the gourmet menu of
this comedy by gifted voung writer Michael
Golameo. Lead roles are called Ms. Lee and Mr.
Park, but Korean American only take a few quick
jabs, about too solemn Catholic father figures, too
career—oriented families, when the two would—be
lovers lightly share some of their mistaken identity.
The broad target is the Asian American vertigo
Golamco likes to smile abotit,

. So.how isit like to be a young Korean in Small
Town USA (imaginary Breakneck, Wyoming)
nowadays? First, placid Travis plays it smooth, with
nice little sarcasms —like comparing ethnic labels with
toothpaste brands—, as opposed to his friend Chester.
a kind of mutant Asian American who doesn’ t know
where is from since the adoption service logt track of
his origins{!). Clowning his way as a cute, ridiculous
activist, Minh Ly is an often hilarious tomado on

stage, storing up all cliches and frenzied minority
lobbying : worshipping Bruce Lee, sleeping in a Ninja
uniform, daydreaming of “Yellow Power!” chanis on
main street for the right to get tofu at the grocery
store...

Stereotypes are bombarded by tight, clear
dialogues (understandably a little too fast on the
premiere thoughl. Like in any romantic comedy,
rvthm is the kev and “Cowboy Versus Samurai”
seemed to have found the right pace.

Bursts of laughters were especially loud during
the quarrel between Veronica and Chester, He is so
desperate for her that he tries to find all kind of Asian
discriminations in her mind. In the middle of a long
list of prejudices, the question erupts : Do you think |
have a small penis?” — “Yes!”

There are also love allegories, interestingly
represented by mimes in the backaround thank to the
skills of young director Josette Jorge. Only four
characters shake the stage with high eneray and the
good help of pleasant live country interludes from the
comer (a guitarist and a pianist). Costumes, honestly
playing with codes, and efficient lighting are also big

assets to this very creative work. The end might come
a bit abruptly, after a few sitcom—like scenes, but is
well shot to make believe in a certain, little evohution
of the characters. So here is a good, funny
entertainment, here is even a story, in the eye of a
storm of applauses for this rather promising
production of the Vancouver Asian Canadian

Theatre.

"Cowboy versus Samural’, writen by
Micheal Golamco, directed by Josette Jorge,
Ly and Ryan Swanson, & the Fire Ars Ars
Centre, uniil August 3rd, from Tuesday to
Saturdays at 8 pm, Sundays at 2 pm, 17 $
in advance al Vancouver Asian Canadian
Theatre, 22 $ at the door.
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